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" It is therefore, respectfully prayed that the
above case (PLD 2002, SC 800) may kindly be
ordered to be fixed for hearing at a very early
date convenient to this Honourable Court."”
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No one knows this secret that a Believer,
Though looks like a reciter, is in reality Qur’an

The essence of the Holy Book lies in the
particular gnosis which is called Iman or faith.
No doubt the Qur’anic laws and precepts
about the practical aspects of life are of
immense importance in their own right. But
the
constituted by its teachings regarding Iman,
the
secondary significance, Without the prior

compared with essence which is

legal aspects of the Quran are of
acquisition of this inner faith, deliberation
upon the Qur'anic laws is of hardly any value.
This point was very aptly conveyed in a
statement of the Prophet’s
Hadrat |bn Abbas (RAA):

Companion,

(@380 slss oy e
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We first learned Iman and then we learned

the Qur'an.

Ref: An excerpt from the English translation of

the Book "alS Jual 18 S8 Al 3LAS S a3lu"byDr

Israr Ahmad (raA); “ISLAMIC RENAISSANCE: The

Real Task Ahead” [Translated by Dr. Absar

Ahmad]

End Notes:

1 Note the two guotations on the inside back cover of this
book indicate that Maulana Abul Kalam Azad first had the
idea of starting an academic movement in 1915. He
proposed to establish “Darul-irshad” for this purpose.
Later Maulana Abul Ala Mawdudi proposed to establish
“Darul-islam” for the same purpose.

2 According to Qur’anic Philosophy, a true knowledge of
one’s own deeper self necessarily leads to awareness of
the ultimate Self or God. There are also Prophet’s sayings
to this effect.

3 A verse of Dr. Igbal from the poem Mard-i-Musalman in
Darb-e-Kaleem. Kullivat-e-Igbal, P.682. Fazlee Sons (PVT)
Ltd, Karachi.
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The Real Task Ahead (l)

For this reason, the most essential task to be
undertaken is to launch a high-powered
academic movement which brings about a
real change in the educated elite and
intelligentsia of the society, taking them from
the darkness of materialism and atheism to
the light of faith and belief'. This movement
should be aimed at inducing in them a
worshipful attitude and a heightened self-
awareness’. This objective can only be
achieved at a strictly academic level through a
cogently reasoned presentation of Islamic
beliefs and a strong refutation of atheistic and
materialistic philosophies. In this connection a
point must be borne in mind. Since in our age
fast means of communication have
considerably increased mobility and the
whole world can be looked upon as one
human family, the aforesaid academic level of
discussion will not be limited to one particular
country. Rather it would be required to come
up to the highest standard of sophistication
found anywhere in the world. This colossal
work must be extremely painstaking. But the
vision of an Islamic renaissance which does
not fulfill this requirement, is like living in a
fool’s paradise.

The first thing essential for this movement is
to get in its fold such intelligent and talented
young people who have a keen desire for
knowledge and whose minds and souls are
burning for the attainment of truth. These
young individuals must experience an inner
feeling that the ultimate reality is far from the
realm of sensuous objects. The passionate
desire in them for acquiring knowledge and
discovering truth should be so intense that,
paying no heed to petty cravings for worldly
comforts and bright professional careers, they
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are prepared to dedicate all their lives for the
achievement of this end.
These young dedicated research-workers will
have to take a deep and critical look into the
entire history of human thought from its
earliest stages to the present day. Logic,
metaphysics, psychology, ethics, and theology
would become the central subjects of their
study and reflection, though due attention
will also be given to the social and physical
sciences. Along with this thorough and critical
study of human thought, it would be essential
for them to study the Holy Qur’an, the last
and most comprehensive Divine Revelation, in
order to discover its truths. And if after a long
and laborious study of human knowledge and
Qur’anic wisdom, the beacon-bright message
of the Qur'an becomes crystal clear to them,
their minds and souls vibrate with its
statements, the Qur’anic teachings about the
nature of the outer world and of their own
souls (afag wa anfus) satisfy them completely
and they experience an inner contentment as
a result of this enlightenment, then they will
have attained the true faith.
Only these individuals will possess excellence
in true knowledge and wisdom. Instead of
mental disruption and moral lewdness, their
knowledge will lead them to greater fear of
God’s justice and punishment. Their
personalities will be embodiments of the
Qur'anic verse:
(b RGeS o)

Only those fear Allah from amongst His

slaves who are the people of

knowledge. (Al-Fatir, 35:28)
Also their personalities and character will bear
witness to the truth of a poetic line®:
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